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The line of questioning proposed in the letter dated 9th July seems to approach 

schools as if they are a high-risk area. The evidence we have laid out below says 

otherwise. 

 
A. SOCIAL DISTANCING 

It is our view that there should not be social distancing in schools between children 

as extensive evidence demonstrates that children are very rarely, if at all, vectors for 

COVID-19. 

 
As such we believe that the question should be asking what social distancing is 

required between adults on site at schools. 

Please see evidence links below: 

 
• Paediatrics, July 2020 

The Official Journal of The American Academy of Paediatrics “found no 

evidence of children infecting teachers. 

”https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2020/07/08/peds.2020-

004879 

 

• Institut Pasteur, 23 June 2020 

“In late April 2020, scientists at the Institut Pasteur, with the support of the Hauts-de- 

France Regional Health Agency and the Amiens Education Authority, carried out an 

epidemiological survey on 1,340 people linked to primary schools in Crépy-en-

Valois, in the Oise department. Based on some cases of infection detected in the 

students before the schools closed, it appears that the children did not spread the 

infection to other students or to teachers or other staff at the schools.” 

https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area/press-documents/covid-19-primary-

schools-no-significant-transmission-among-children-students-teachers 

 

• British Medical Journal ,19 June 2020 

“Children are not COVID-19 super spreaders: time to go back to school” 

https://adc.bmj.com/content/105/7/618 

• Oxford Academic, 25th June 2020 

“The data suggests that children are not the primary drivers of SARS-CoV-2 
transmission in 

schools and could help inform exit strategies for lifting of lockdowns.” 

“At the current time, children do not appear to be super spreaders…Governments 

worldwide should allow all children back to school regardless of comorbidities.” 
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W2NN aNjJYoMm1B83LMmL6FYxJ-oImwYQ9s_rua5KjZGegNa-MhvRBzTk 

• NCIRS (Australia), 26th April 2020 

“Our investigation found no evidence of children infecting teachers.” 

Report: COVID-19 in schools – the experience in NSW 

http://ncirs.org.au/sites/default/files/2020- 

04/NCIRS%20NSW%20Schools%20COVID_Summary_FINAL%20public_26%20Apr

il%202020.pdf 

 

• European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control ,11 June 2020 

“Child-to-adult transmission appears to be uncommon. Children most likely contract 
COVID- 

19 in their households or through contact with infected family members.” 

Transmission of COVID—19 

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19/latest-evidence/transmission 
 

B. PPE 

While limited PPE may be required for adults who are necessarily working in 

proximity to other adults, it is obvious that most adults on site at a school will be able 

to socially distance themselves very easily. 

Research shows that teachers are at no greater risk than other working age 
individuals. 

https://ieureka.blogs.bristol.ac.uk/2020/05/26/are-teachers-at-high-risk-of-death-from- 
covid19/ 

If PPE is required, then we need to see the scientific case for this and a Balance of 

Harm Assessment. The use of PPE is not a zero cost option as excessive use of 

PPE will be traumatising for pupils, especially younger pupils. 

 
C. TESTING 

The assumption in this question seems to be that routine testing should be 

available. While testing being available for teachers should they choose it seems 

sensible, we would not want to see any mandatory testing, especially of children. 

 
D. PREVENTATIVE MEASURES 

It is our view that schools should be classified as Critical Infrastructure. Schools 

should not be closed because members of the school community catch COVID-19. 

We expect European countries to adopt this plan given the learnings to date on 

schools in terms of significant harm to our children from closing schools relative to the 

low risk to them from COVID-19. 

• The Lancet, June 26th 2020 

This report demonstrates that children are at negligible risk from COVID-19. It is 

the largest, most comprehensive study on children and Covid 19, from the most 
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respected medical journal in the world. In evidence terms this is the highest level in 

the internationally recognised hierarchy of evidence in the OEBM scale at Level 

1a) A systematic review. 

11 children met criteria for multi system inflammatory syndrome. 

(0.14%) 7 children died. (0.09%) 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/eclinm/article/PIIS2589-5370(20)30177-2/fulltext 
 

• Reachwell, Professor Ellen Townsend 

This website contains much excellent information on the hard to reach 

children including www.reachwell.org 

Research on ‘summer learning loss’ shows a marked reduction in attainment 

following sustained periods of absence: 

https://reachwell.org/2020/07/13/covid-19-lockdown-the-impact-on-education/ 

 

Prof Sarah-Jayne Blakemore: The impact of the pandemic, lockdown and school 

closures on adolescent social development 

https://reachwell.org/2020/07/08/prof-sarah-jayne-blakemore-the-impact-of-the-

pandemic- lockdown-and-school-closures-on-adolescent-social-development/ 
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